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What a great day!  Fifty years ago members of the Rotary Clubs of Fern Tree Gully and 

Belgrave came up with the idea that a facility for intellectually handicapped children was 

needed in the area.  A public meeting was called.  The Knox Shire Council Chamber was 

packed with several hundred people.  An intensive program of research was undertaken and 

in June 1968 earth works began on the current site, (Burwood Highway, Ferntree Gully). 

 

Today Knoxbrooke has Community (Day Programs) with 106 participants, Yarra View 

Nursery with 107 supported employees, Knoxbrooke Outsource with 40 supported 

employees and Knoxbrooke Training with 41 students. 

 

Federal and State Members of Parliament, local Council Members, Rotarians and guests 

gathered to celebrate this memorable occasion on 20th March, 2017 
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OBJECT OF ROTARY 
 

The object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in 
particular, to encourage and foster: 
 

First:   The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service. 

 

Second: High ethical standards in business and professions; and the dignifying by 

each Roarian of his/her occupation as an opportunity to service society. 
 

Third: The application of the ideal of service by every Rotarian to his/her 

personal business, and community life. 
 

Fourth: The advancement of international understanding, good-will, and peace 

through a world fellowship of business and professional men and women 
united in the ideal of service. 

 
________________________________________ 

THE FOUR-WAY TEST 
Of the things we think, say or do 

________________________________________ 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

 
 Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
 
 Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIP? 
 
 Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christine Anderson
  

My presidential year started with such enthusiasm 
from every club member and is still enduring a year 
later as we have embraced John Germ’s Theme 
2016-17 “Rotary Serving Humanity”. 
 
As I reflect over the many and diverse activities of 
the club and my original plans for the 2016-17 
Rotary Year I believe we, as a very small, dedicated 
club, have certainly achieved over and above in all 
of Rotary’s areas of focus. 
 
This year our club has worked very closely with the 
Knox Cluster clubs, thus proving greater numbers 
can often achieve much more.  Our first cluster 
event was raising money on Lift the Lid for 
Australian Rotary Health.  The “tin rattling” at the 
four metro stations and the two Bunnings stores in 
the one day was a tremendous success.  This pilot 
programme will become an annual cluster event. 
 
In November, our next cluster event was a very 
successful Membership night, in the form of a 
Volunteers’ evening held at the Knox Club.  It was 
well attended by one hundred and fifty visitors and 
Rotarians where we were able to showcase our 
products and services to the local community, 
showing the positive, personally rewarding 
experience gained from “Volunteering” again.  This 
event has been shared with all clubs in District 9810 
plus an article appeared in the “Rotary Down 
Under” magazine. 
 
To celebrate the Rotary Foundation’s Centennial 
the cluster clubs held a night of fun in the form of a 
Quizzame, where proceeds were donated to the 
Foundation. 
 
All our club members have worked tirelessly as you 
will read in the individual Committee Chair reports, 
which give, in more detail, showing our many 

diverse activities.  However, I would like to 
comment on just a few of those activities. 
 
With the aid of a grant from District 9810 we have 
been able to continue sponsoring  Scholarships for 
two students attending Mountain District Learning 
Centre, giving them the opportunity to complete 
their high school studies.  They are truly grateful 
and feel privileged in the knowledge that someone 
believes in them. 
 
This year’s fundraising committee, chaired by 
Graeme Aspinall and assisted by John Flemming, 
organised no less than twelve sausage sizzles.  I 
cannot thank all club members enough for their 
effort and time in assisting Graeme and John.  We 
did such a great job that we were approached by 
the Vintage Bikes Club to conduct two sizzles for 
them, and also the organisers of the Greek Festival 
invited us back to cook at their annual picnic day at 
Ferny Creek. 
 
We again participated in the Great Community 
raffle which not only gives us the opportunity of 
getting out amongst the community but is a great 
fund raiser.   
 
Thank you to John Flemming for arranging and co-
ordinating this year’s Rotary Bowel Scan with the 
four chemists.  Kits sold are, on average, equal to 
last year.  As John says – “If one life is saved it is well 
worth our club’s involvement”.   
 
One of our club’s great strengths is our Youth 
programmes, chaired by Paul Wilson.  What a great 
job Paul has done this year! 

• Our Interact Club at Fairhills High School is 
now up and running, with the inaugural 
meeting at the end of June.  To achieve this 
fantastic result Paul has been working 
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tirelessly.  All our club members are 
extremely proud of this result. 

• Our Rotary Junior Community Awards are 
being well supported at both FTG North 
and Fairhills primary schools.  This 
programme is unique in District 9810 and 
our club is proud to be supporters of it. 

• This year we were able to send four 
students to RYPEN (Rotary Youth Program 
of Enrichment).  I had the honour of 
spending the Saturday afternoon with the 
students.  What a truly inspiring 

programme! 
 
Out and about, our Community committee, headed 
by Ray Hollis, has had a very successful year: 

• The club assisted at the Knox Festival, 
collecting the entrance fee; 

• Well done to all the team who built 
raised garden beds at Eastern Ranges 
Special chool and also Knoxbrooke 
Disability facility. 

• Our Christmas themed free activity at 
the Blue Dandenong’s Twilight Festival 
was a load of fun for the partcipating 
children and adults.  We have enough 
stock to do the same all over again this 
year.  

• A donation to Cyclone Debbie in North 
Queensland was also made. 

• Knoxbrooke’s 50th Anniversary – club 
members were proud to attend this 
celebration having been involved in 
the establishment of this organisation. 
 

(see page 10 for more detailed info on Community 
events) 
 
Our International programme (thank you to Enid 
Hughes for taking over this committee in Sean 
Campbell’s absence), is still going well.  We 
continue to support Special Ed students in Fiji 
through ABC Dreams.  Donations were given to the 
New Zealand Earthquake appeal.  
 
Our club’s profile has been lifted with the setting up 
of our facebook page.  Facebook gets our message 
out there and is achieving lots of “likes”.  Well done 
to Ray Hollis for keeping this interesting and 
updated weekly. 

A special thank you to Robert Hurst, our Program 
Director.  Robert finds us interesting, inspiring, 
informative and the occasionally funny, guest 
speakers.  I feel this is the key to making our 
meetings enjoyable for members, partners and 
guests. 
 
Our Director of Fun and Fellowship, Fran 
Mandergeddes, was again in charge of the social 
aspect of our club.  Thank you Fran and also Martin 
Boettcher for the fun and wonderful fellowship we 
have all enjoyed over the last twelve months – from 
an Irish Christmas in July, Rocking-Around-the-
Clock with Elvis, Theatre nights and Barefoot Bowls, 
and our Christmas BBQ, we have all had a load of 
fun. 
 
A special thank you to our Treasurer, Enid Hughes, 
not only for keeping our accounts balanced but also 
for the wonderful work done in producing a first 
class Bulletin very week. 
 
 
This year our membership has remained constant 
but we have had to say farewell to Sean Campbell 
who left our club for personal reasons.  
Membership is going to be our main focus in the 
next Rotary year.  This will give us the opportunity 
to expand our programmes and develop all those 
wonderful ideas we came up with at our recent Club 
Visioning session.  I am also gratified to report that 
our new structure for committee meetings (started 
last July) which has every club member on two 
committees, has proven to gain great results and 
will be continued into the 2017-18 year. 
 
As my year comes to an end I must say that it has 
been a privilege to have been your president.  I 
would like to offer a huge thankyou to each and 
every one of you and your partners, for all your 
support.  In fact, it has been such a wonderful 
experience, loving every moment of it, I am 
returning again in 2017-18 to do it all over again!   
 
We will go from strength to strength and continue 
to be a very vibrant and active club. 
 
 
Yours in Rotary 
 
Christine Anderson 
President 2016-17
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CHANGEOVER 2016-17 

President Paul McAloney to President Christine Anderson 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
Enid Hughes 

It is pleasing to be able to report that once again the Club 
has done some important work both locally and overseas. 
Thanks to our fundraising team we are also in a good 
financial position. 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
As forecast last year, it became necessary to increase the 
fees for club membership.  However, thanks to the very 
generous hosting of Fellowship lunches by Emma and 
Martin Boettcher we were able to add enough to the 
coffers to keep the fee increase to a minimum.  
 

PROJECTS 
Youth projects were again the main focus for the club and 
our fundraising efforts more than covered this.  We will 

have enough carry over cash to enable us to fund those 
projects (such as RYLA) which occur early in the new 
Rotary year. 
 

BENEVOLENT FUND 
This year we were able to increase our sponsorship of the 
Students attending the Nasavusavu Special Education 
School, Fiji, from ten to fifteen.   
We are very grateful to Ivan for his generous bequest 
which enables the club to fund projects which would 
normally be out of our reach. (and resources). 
 

Enid Hughes 
Treasurer 
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DONATIONS – 2016-17 
 
Community Service 

  

Foothills Community Church – Christmas Lunch 285  
Monash Children’s Hospital 500  
Bridge Builders 200  
Parkinson’s Victoria (fun run) 200  
Australian Rotary Health 100  
Very Special Kids 300  
Prostate Cancer Foundation 200  
Eastern Ranges School (Raised garden beds) 1,300  
Knox Councillor – farewell presentation 100  
Knoxbrooke – Garden Beds 900  
Cool Heads Machine – Maroondah Hospital 525  
Cyclone Debbie 1,000 5,610 
   

Youth Service 
  

Interact Club – Fairhills High School 380  
Rotary Junior Community Award 270  
Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment 1,340  
Rotary Youth Leadership Award 450  
Mountain District Learning Centre – 2 scholarships 2,000  
District 9810 Bike Ride to Conference 50  
Youth Science Experience 120  
  4,610 

International Community 

(Benevolent) 

  

Art Building Children’s Dreams (Nasavusavu Spec. Ed.) 1,500  
New Zealand Earthquake Disaster 1,000  
  2,500 

International Community 
(Projects) 

  

Rotary Foundation 1,350  
End Polio Now 675  
DG’s Partner’s Project – Polio 200  
   
  2,225 

   
   

 
 

Total Donations   $14,945 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE 

 
Ray Hollis 

 
Commonwealth Bank Fundraiser 
On 29th September we teamed up with the 
Commonwealth Bank at Mountain Gate to run a 
sausage sizzle in conjunction with their Piggy Bank 
appeal for Very Special Kids. At the end of the day, 
between the sale of sausages and a small donation 
from the club we were able to hand them a cheque 
for $300.00. The combined efforts put in by 
Rotarians and the bank staff meant that we 
managed to raise $700.00 between us for this 
particular organisation. 
 

Eastern Ranges School 
On October 8th four members - Paul Wilson, 
Graham Faulkner, Gary Braddock and Ray Hollis 
met at the Eastern Ranges School in Dorset Rd, FTG 
to construct six raised garden beds. Over the next 
four hours - interrupted for a short time while our 
President Christine supplied us with a delicious 
morning tea - we drilled, cut and then screwed 
together various pieces of timber to build these six 
garden beds. The garden beds are to be used partly 
by the kitchen staff to provide fresh lunch 
ingredients and partly by some of the older 
students in their horticultural programs.  
A very rewarding morning’s work. 
We would also like to acknowledge the contribution 
made by the Bunnings Scoresby store who donated 
some of the materials required for this project. 
 

Discovery Day 
Discovery day this year had a name change and was 
promoted as the Blue Dandenong’s Festival and 
was spread over Friday night and Saturday morning. 
The theme for Friday night was the Blues Brothers 
and was highlighted by a screening of the Blues 
Brothers movie. There was also a twilight tour of 
the cemetery which was quite successful. Saturday 
morning saw us get down to some serious fun. RC 
FTG had a stall for the kids where they could come 
along and make their own Christmas decorations. 
This was achieved by taking a small log, covering it 

with plaster of Paris and then attaching various 
decorations while the plaster was still wet.  
Many children went home happy with their efforts. 
It was amusing to note there were more than a few 
parents who looked as though they would like to 
join in the activities.   
 

Knox Festival 
Once again we participated in the Knox Festival. 
This year we were a bit light on for manpower so 
instead of having a stall we offered to man the 
entrance gate on Burwood Highway. John 
Flemming and Gary Braddock did the morning shift. 
Enid Hughes and Ray Hollis filled in for the 
afternoon shift. Overall it was considered that the 
Knox Festival had another successful year. 
 

Knoxbrooke Garden Beds 
Our final effort for the year was to erect some 
raised garden beds for Knoxbrooke Inc. Saturday 
the 6th of May duly arrived and 5 members, namely, 
John Flemming, Rob Hurst, Graham Faulkner, Paul 
Wilson and Ray Hollis, along with Knoxbrooke 
Manager, Glen Bowen put the gloves on and 
proceeded with some manual labour. In order to 
build the garden beds we first had to demolish a 
brick wall (not a very big one) shift some soil (quite 
a heap) cut some timber, drill some holes then stop 
for morning tea which (again) was provided by our 
very thoughtful President, Christine. After a short 
break we got on with the real job of putting all the 
pieces together. Much to the delight of everybody 
involved we managed to achieve this before the 
rains came and we all went home for a well earned 
lunch. Glen was extremely pleased with the 
outcome and expressed his thanks to all for their 
efforts. 
 
KNOXBROOKE’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
Knoxbrooke Incorporated began life 50 years ago as 
an education facility for intellectually handicapped 
children. The Rotary Club of Fern Tree Gully and The 
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Rotary Club of Belgrave were instrumental in 
helping to establish this much needed facility at the 
time. Ken Miller, Lyle Williams and Ron Johnson, 
who were three of the committee members at the 
time, were able to be in attendance and it was much 
appreciated by all at Knoxbrooke. The Rotary Club 
of Fern Tree Gully was involved as part of the 
organising committee for the celebrations and also 
manned a visitor registration desk on the day. 

Knoxbrooke has since evolved into a large 
organisation assisting 106 participants in the day 
programs at Ferntree Gully and also aiding 107 
supported employees at Yarra View Nursery in 
Mount Evelyn.   
 
 
Ray Hollis 
Community Chair 

  

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
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INTERNATIONAL SERVICE 

 
          Sean Cambell           Enid Hughes 

 
International Service has not seen a lot of activity 
this year.  Unfortunately, the International Chair – 
Sean Campbell – needed to take leave of absence 
for family reasons.  In a small club such as ours his 
role was difficult to fill in addition to other 
commitments.  However, we did manage a couple 
of projects and there are now others in the pipeline 
which will roll over to the 2017-18 Rotary year. 
  
ABCD (Art Building Children’s Dreams) 
There have been some changes to the management 
of ABCD this year with several of the committee 
members resigning.  However, RC Fern Tree Gully 
have not only continued their sponsorship of the 
Nasavusavu Special Education Students but have 
increased the club number from ten to fifteen 
students.  Also, on visiting the ABCD art show (held 
locally in Melbourne), we were very proud to find 
that one of our students – Alisa Gloria had won first 
prize for the international section.  Congratulations 
and well done Alisa! 
 
 

 

 
 
New Zealand Earthquake Disaster 
One of the things we were able to do with some of 
the funds from the Gigovic bequest was to send a 
little help to the people of New Zealand.  
 
Enid Hughes 
Acting Chairman 
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YOUTH SERVICE 

 
Paul Wilson 

Fairhills High 
This year we continued our exciting relationship 
with Fairhills High School. 
Initially we assisted with the school’s humanitarian 
project in Thailand. This was so successful we are 
now offering support to the school encompassing 
sponsorship of additional programs such as RYPEN, 
MUNA, the Four Way Speech Test, Camp 
Awakenings, Conoco Phillips Science Experience as 
noted in the individual program reports below. The 
most exciting event this year is the initiation of an 
INTERACT club at the school. 
 

INTERACT 
A school interact club of 14 to 18 year old’s is 
sponsored by a Rotary club to work with the school 
to form, develop and support the club which 
involves itself in local community, develops skills, 
and make a difference locally and globally. 
This year we have furthered our relationship with 
Fairhills High and are about to inaugurate an 
Interact club on 27 June 2017. 
 

RYPEN (Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment) 
Is a residential experience, where participants are 
involved in a variety of sessions, workshops and 
activities, which provide an opportunity for them to 
personally develop, challenge themselves, build 
friendships with like-minded people, and build life 
skills and / or awareness in areas such as leadership, 
working in a team, communication, goal setting, 
public speaking, contributing to the community, 
growing up in a digital world; and safe driving. 
This year we sent four candidates from Fairhills 
High, to the 2016 RYPEN camp in anticipation of 
them becoming office bearers in our up and coming 
Interact program. 
 

RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Award) 
Is an intensive six-day training program held at 
YMCA Lake Dewar Lodge, Myrniong, for young 
people aged 18 to 30. The program covers 
fundamentals and ethics of positive leadership, 
communication skills, problem-solving and conflict 
management, Rotary’s purpose and service to the 

community, building self-confidence and self- 
esteem and elements of community and global 
citizenship. 
This year the club did not sponsor a candidate but 
were happy to support the costs for one of the 
leaders. 
 

RJCA (Rotary Junior Community Award) 
Is an exciting and innovative program initiated by 
the Rotary Club of Mitchell River which aims to 
assist children in the final year of primary school 
gain a more informed and balanced view of our 
community. It offers children the opportunity to 
develop personal skills that can be used both for 
themselves or shared more widely with community 
members or organizations. It introduces young 
people to a very necessary aspect of our 
communities – the work of the volunteer and can 
be thought of as a mini Duke of Edinburgh Award. 
This year we have 30 students from Ferntree Gully 
North Primary and 8 Fairhills Primary Schools 
participating in the program under our sponsorship. 
 

ROTARACT 
Is a community service organisation for 18 to 30 
years old people which provides them with an 
opportunity to enhance knowledge and skills in 
personal development, community activities and 
international understanding. 
This year our Rotary club cluster has sponsored a 
prospective Knox Rotaract Club. Unfortunately, 
they have not been able to gain enough numbers to 
qualify and are currently in the throes of finishing 
up. 
YOUTH EXCHANGE 
Is a year long overseas exchange program for 15 to 
17 year old’s providing opportunity for students to 
live and study in an overseas country while living 
with sponsor families. 
Next year we are partnering with Bayswater rotary 
club to sponsor their candidate. 
 
Paul Wilson 
Youth Chair 
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VOCATIONAL SERVICE 
 

 
Gary Braddock 

 

I have just completed my first year as a Rotarian, 
and also as Chair Person of Vocational Service.  It 
has been an interesting year and one of very much 
“Learning on the Job”. 
 

There were two activities I can report on: 
 

ROTARY LOW-LEVEL SCHOLARSHIPS 
Sylvia and Laurie (names have been changed to 
protect privacy) 
Unfortunately, Sylvia had to withdraw from her 
course of study for family reasons. We have 
redirected the funds available for Silvia to a Senior 
student, Laurie. We chose Laurie because of the 
extremity of his home life. Laurie is not in a position 
to complete his year 12 studies as family matters 
find him unable to leave the family home for any 
long period of time; hence his attendance has 
hindered Laurie’s academic and personal success. 
The Rotary Scholarship provides MDLC with the 
opportunity to offer him ‘Flexible Learning Options’. 
We will set Laurie up at home with a laptop and 
internet access to complete his year 12 externally. 
This would not have been an option in the past and 
is now made possible because of the charitable 
support of Rotary. 
 

David (name also changed for privacy reasons) 
David is thriving at MDLC; he works hard and is 
almost mid-way through the completion of his 
Senior VCAL. David has utilised the scholarship 
grant to update his computer and stay abreast of 
technological advances and also for repairs. David 
has also purchased equipment as he has a passion 

and interest in Photography; he is planning on 
further study in this area when he completes his 
studies at MDLC and would like to build up a Digital 
Photography business in the future and work for 
himself. The generous Rotary Scholarship has 
provided David with much needed financial support 
to work towards the accomplishment of his dream 
to become a Professional Photographer. 
 

BOWEL SCAN 
Last year the club again took part in the sale of 
bowel scan test kits as it has over a number of years. 
Our four participating pharmacies located at Stud 
Park, Scoresby Village, Mountain Gate and Upper 
Ferntree Gully sold a total of one hundred and 
forty-five kits in the month of June. 
In 2017 the program reverted to its May timeslot 
and the club again undertook the sale of the kits. 
John Flemming who headed up this project said he 
thought that the sales figures will probably be lower 
this year as the Federal Government has expanded 
its program and due to a distribution problem we 
were only contacted about this year’s program and 
supplied kits at the last minute. The result was that 
we were left with no time to arrange newspaper 
articles and photographs. 
This is however an extremely worthwhile activity 
and if our club saves only one life it is well worth 
supporting. 
 
Gary Braddock 
Vocational Chair  
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FELLOWSHIP 
 

 
Fran Mandergeddes 

 
Our fellowship events for this Rotary year have 
included theatre nights - mostly comedies or farces, 
which everyone enjoys immensely;  a Christmas in 
July lunch impressively  and generously hosted by 
our good friends, Emma and Martin Boettcher; 
concerts; live shows given by impersonators of 
famous stars of year; an Elvis tribute night; a "girls 
only" movie afternoon, accompanied by 
champagne and nibbles; and more fabulous 
fellowship lunches again given by Emma and 
Martin. 
 
It is very clear that we all enjoy each other's 
company very much, and many firm friendships 
have been forged, as well as the ability to have a 
joke with and "rev up" each other ! 

It is hoped that the new Rotary year will see us 
planning more and diverse events that we all can 
enjoy 
 
As usual, I remind everyone that ANYONE can make 
suggestions for fellowship, having regard to 
potential costs to members and the workload 
required. 
 
And if all members are willing to pitch in when 
possible it will help make our fellowship - and 
friendship - stronger than ever. 

 
Fran Mandergeddes 
Fellowship Chair 
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CLUB SERVICE 

 

 
Ray Hollis 

 
Youth Seminar. 
Youth Seminar on September 16th was the first of 
many held over the next few months. Once again 
we had a number of members attend and were 
inspired by the many speakers who represented all 
the usual youth services, Interact, MUNA, RYPEN, 
RYLA and Youth Exchange. Considering the amount 
of work that we are currently undertaking in Youth 
Services it was certainly necessary that we attend 
this particular seminar. 
 

Community Seminar. 
Being new to Rotary and also new to the 
Community chair I was looking forward to attending 
this seminar. As much as the members at Fern Tree 
Gully had assisted me with information it was very 
satisfying to sit in and listen to the various 
presenters and gain a bit more insight into what is 
involved with Community within the Rotary 
organisation. 
 

District Conference. 
The theme for District Conference this year was 
“Building Connections, Realising Dreams” and was 
held at Cunningham Pier in Geelong. Attendees 
were Christine Anderson and partner Alan Tierney, 
Paul McAloney and Partner Kay, Graeme Aspinall, 
Enid Hughes and Ray Hollis . 
DG Carol Lawton and her team delivered a well run 
event with many wonderful speakers. RIPPR Karen 
Wentz and partner Ron Poon gave some 
wonderfully inspiring talks interspersed with some 
personal anecdotes of their experiences in Rotary. 
Mike Brady of Up There Kazaly fame was 
entertaining and was fantastic to listen to both with 
his singing and story telling. Some of The speakers 
included Dr Laura Hart who spoke about mental 
health issues and is developing a program for 
students in Years 10-12 to learn how to identify and 
help a peer who is developing or is experiencing a 
mental health issue. Emma Dorn is a 23 year old 

medical student with a passion for improving global 
health. Marcus Akuhata-Brown is a New Zealander 
with Maori and European ancestry. Marcus related 
how as a teenager one of the tribal elders in his 
village made a statement that encouraged him to 
change his ways and turned his life around. He went 
on to establish a tribal university for his people. 
These are just a small sample of the many 
wonderful speakers. The weekend was rounded out 
nicely at the gala dinner on Saturday night.  
Looking forward to next year’s Conference in 
Bendigo. 
 

Youth Protection Seminar. 
On January 1st 2017 a new Government mandated 
Youth Protection Policy came into force. There are 
a number of significant changes involved which 
affect organisations such as Rotary. New members 
coming in to clubs such as Rotary will face a more 
stringent check before being allowed to participate 
in youth projects. They will be required to obtain a 
Working With Children Card (this also applies to 
current members) and may also be required to have 
a police check or sign a declaration of any criminal 
record or lack thereof.  
 
Ray Hollis 
President Nominee. 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 

 
John Flemming 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
It would have been satisfying to be able to report 
that membership of the club had grown in 2016/17 
however such is not the case and the club has now 
shrunk to a low thirteen members. 
We have made a number of attempts to gain new 
members. Efforts have included a cluster 
membership night at the Knox Club, advertising in 
the local newspaper, handing out cards at 
Bunnings, Ferntree Gully railway station and Maxi 
supermarket. 
The one initiative which I really thought might be 
successful was that of personally calling at 
businesses on Burwood Highway (probably fifty 
businesses).  It was disappointing to find that in only 
two instances was any real interest shown in 

becoming a member and one of these was on 
behalf of a relative. Generally, lack of time and also 
the cost were the reasons given for refusal. 
I have also attended two meetings conducted by 
District 9810 hoping to find a new initiative that 
might be successful. Largely the activities promoted 
were ones that the club has tried over the years but 
which in recent years have been unsuccessful. 
One item gleaned did appear to be experiencing 
some success i.e. having many more social events in 
a similar manner to Probus clubs. We may be able 
to attempt this as those clubs are growing.   
 
John Flemming 
Membership Chair 
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A TRIBUTE TO PAST MEMBERS 
 
Those who have left us and passed on to meet Paul Harris……..  We miss you still and always will. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Those who have left us and are still welcome to come back.  We miss you too(!)  

       Clare Allen          Craig Lindupp            Helen Lingard         Ian McFarlane       Fred Mason 

 2011           2011    2012   2012             2016 

Julie Goodchild  Merv Lincoln  Phil Walters  Greg Downes    Rob Dawson 

 2014       2011        2015         2015           2016 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

            Stuart Vize      Ken Thompson         Cass Bench 

                2016   2014              2013 
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PR & MARKETING 

 
Ray & Enid Hollis 

 
Our Facebook page this year has had quite a bit of 
activity.  
Our post of the visit by our DG Carol Lawton and 
husband Frank along with our AG Michelle Oscar 
was well received and attracted almost 300 views 
by various people. 
 
A number of our Guest speakers also had quite 
significant Likes and Shares. 
 
In addition to the above we had two posts of work 
being done by members of the Rotary Club of Fern 
Tree Gully within our local community. The first was 
back in October last year when we built some raised 
garden beds for the Eastern Ranges School, the 
second was another raised garden beds project, this 
time at Knoxbrooke Inc. in May this year. Both 
attracted much attention and continue to promote 
our club in the local area. 

 

Other events attended by members and posted on 
line included, Fern Tree Gully fun day where we had 
local kids making their own Christmas decorations, 
International Women’s Day breakfast at Box Hill 
town hall, Fairhills High School students who came 
along to the club and told us about their experience 
at the RYPEN weekend camp, and also a number of 
the other activities that we undertook throughout 
the year. 
 
We continue to maintain our Web page with the 
bulletin and some photos being posted each week 
but Facebook has become our main source of PR & 
Marketing 

 
Enid & Ray Hollis 
PR & Marketing 

  
BULLETIN & FACEBOOK MASTHEADS FOR 2016-17 
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PROGRAM REPORT 
 

 
Robert Hurst 

 
In last year’s annual report, I made mention of the 
fact that I had just completed my second straight 
year as program Chairman, well here we go again!  
I have just completed my third straight year and I 
guess I’m looking at a fourth.  
However, I’m not complaining; members always 
keep a lookout for likely speakers and let me know 
about them which makes the job as program 
Chairman so much easier. 
Again this past year we had a range of interesting 
speakers some on Rotary matters some on health 
matters and others with just a good story to tell. 
One unusual speaker that comes to mind was Jim 
McPhee a Rotarian from Monbulk Rotary club.  
Jim wrote a book called “Tin legs and Toasting 
Forks” which I bought from Jim on the night. Jim’s 
talk was on 8 August last year and shame on me I’ve 
only just got around to reading it. You may recall Jim 
lost his leg through cancer as a young teenager and 
it’s amazing how he has been able to cope and what 
he has been able to achieve with just one leg (and 
with the assistance of the toasting fork). 

Once again I’ve attempted to have a varied and 
interesting range of speakers to avoid dull and 
boring meetings covering the same old thing s every 
week.   
Sometimes speakers may be controversial or 
perhaps inappropriate for a Rotary meeting I don’t 
recall any such speaker this year but we have had 
some doozies in the past, there was one night we 
had a job talk and a performance from a 
professional stripper who was in the entertainment 
industry. You can bet we made sure that that was a 
“Ladies Night” as we called “Partners Nights” back 
then.  
However, I attempt to keep in focus who we are and 
what we are attempting to do as Rotarians so will 
always keep an eye out for speakers who have been 
involved in Rotary projects both locally and 
internationally and have a good story to tell.  

Robert Hurst 
Program Chairman 2016-17 
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SPEAKERS – 2016-17 
 

 

Topic  Presenter 
Tee Shirts & Membership  Grahame Gordon (RC Frankston) 

RYLA (Experiences of a Leader)  Natalie Zheng 
Knoxbrooke – 50th Anniversary  Kristian Dauncey CEO 

Tin Legs and Toasting Forks  Jim McPhee (RC Monbulk) 
Bridge Builders Youth Org.  Nat Haraida 

Knox Council’s Grants Program  Deb Robert 
Interplast  Harvey Lane 

Impact for Women  Kathy Kaplan 
Concern Australia  Michelle Crawford, CEO 

St Johns Ambulance  Steven Wise 
Prostate Cancer Foundation  Vin Jenkin 

RYPEN   Fairhills HS Students 
Rotary Club of Stonehouse (UK)  Lawrie Anderson 

Rotary Foundation/Centurion Club  Ian Donald 
Mongolia  Lynette Phuong 

Rotarians Against Malaria  Gloria Hargreaves 
The “Here and Happy” Speech  Jason Farrugia 

Laughter for Living  Lynette Mitchell 
Moradabad Project  John Barnes (RC Clayton) 

Hypnotherapist & Counsellor  Mike Welsh 
   
   

       
 Gloria Hargreaves   Natalie Zheng   Deb Robert 
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BULLETIN REPORT 

 
Enid Hughes 

 
Again, the role of bulletin editor has been a little more 
difficult with my duties as a second year Assistant 
Governor having taken precedence from time to time.  
However, as always, I’ve been assisted by club 
members who have faithfully taken weekly Minutes, 
recording club business and précising the speaker’s 
presentation.  Thank you too to all of you for your 
photos – please keep them coming.  
 
My term as an Assistant Governor is coming to an end 
and so I’m hoping that I’ll have more time to devote to 
RC Fern Tree Gully.  Hopefully we’ll have more activities 
and projects this year which will make even more 

interesting reading.  More fellowship too which should 
add to the general reading pleasure. 
The bulletin has had the same layout for a number of 
years now and whilst this makes it easy to read for 
regular readers (they know where to look for specific 
information),  as always, I’m open to suggestions from 
club members if they can come up with ways to 
improve it. 
 
Enid Hughes 
Editor 
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PAST PRESIDENTS 
1963-64 HALL  Frank  
  
1964-65 THOMSON *  Ken 
  
1965-66 CLARKE * Harold 
  
1966-67 MARTIN   Laurie 
  
1967-68 ELDRIDGE  Jeff 
  
1968-69 RUSSELL   Harry 
  
1969-70 CHAPPILL   Geoff 
  
1970-71 COOK   Duncan 
  
1971-72 CASTRICUM *  John 
 and MILLER   Ken 
  
1972-73  LANGFORD *  Greg 
  
1973-74 de JONGE   Lawrence 
  
1974-75 CRANE *  Reeve 
  
1975-76 BROWN   John 
  
1976-77 FOSTER  Ken  
  
1977-78 CALLAHAN * Jack 
  
1978-79 MILLER  Ken 
  
1979-80 RICHARDS  John 
  
1980-81 BEASLEY * Royce 
  
1981-82 SHORTER  Barry 
  
1982-83 BOSCOTT  Bob 
  
1983-84 BARUDAY  George  and  
  DASBOROUGH   Don 
  
1984-85 MITCHELL*  Ron 
  
1985-86 HURST  Robert 
  
1986-87 GLADWIN  Bill 
 
1987-88 ELLIOTT  John 
  
1988-89 GUINEY * David 
 
1989-90 FREGON  John 
 
1990-91 VIZE*  Stuart  

 1991-92 ADAMS*  Brian 
  
1992-93 WYLIE * Peter  
  
1993-94 ASPINALL  Graeme  
  
1994-95 MOORE  Robert 
  
1995-96 WILLINGHAM  Ed 
  
1996-97 EDMUNDS  Hilton 
  
1997-98 SPARK  Mike  
  
1998-99 FLEMMING  John 
  
1999-2000   OGLE  Tony  
  
2000-01 YEATS   Sandy 
  
2001-02 HALL  Marilyn 
 (First Woman President). 
  
2002-03 McALONEY  Paul 
  
2003-04 DAWSON  Rob  
  
2004-05 MANDERGEDDES   Fran 
  
2005-06 WALTERS  Phil 
  
2006-07 GOODCHILD  Julie 
  
2007-08 ASPINALL  Graeme 
  
2008-09 FAULKNER  Graham 
  
2009-10 LINCOLN  Merv.   
  
2010-11 LINCOLN  Merv 
  
2011-12 HUGHES Enid 
 
2012-13 ASPINALL Graeme 
 
2013-14 WALTERS Phil 
 
2014-15 SPARK Mike  
 
2015-16 McALONEY Paul 
 
2016-17 ANDERSON Christine 
  
 * Have “Passed on” to meet Paul HARRIS  
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2016-17 
 
 

The Board 
 

PRESIDENT - Christin Anderson 

PRESIDENT ELECT - Christine Anderson 

SECRETARY - Paul McAloney 

TREASURER - Enid Hughes 

PAST PRESIDENT - Paul McAloney 

COMMUNITY SERVICE - Ray Hollis 

VOCATIONAL SERVICE - Gary Braddock 

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE - Sean Campbell / Enid Hughes 

YOUTH SERVICE - Paul Wilson 

 
 
 
 

Office Bearers 
 

FOUNDATION - Mike Spark 

MEMBERSHIP - John Flemming  

P.R & MARKETING - Enid Hughes / Ray Hollis 

FELLOWSHIP - Fran Mandergeddes 

PROGRAM - Robert Hurst 

BULLETIN EDITOR - Enid Hughes 
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PAUL HARRIS FELLOWS 
Presented       FELLOWS           President. 
  

1963 to 1980     No Awards Made 
 

03:9:1981   to   MILLER  Ken  P.P.   by Barry SHORTER  
  

1982 –1985     No Awards Made 
  

03:4:1986   to   RICHARDS  John  P.P.   by Robert HURST 
  

1986-1987      No Awards Made 
  

17:6:1988   to   THOMSON Ken  P.P.   by John ELLIOTT 
  

26:6:1989   to   COOK Duncan  P.P .   
  to   VIZE Stuart  Rtn.   by David GUINEY 

 

22:6:1990   to   HURST Robert  P.P.   by John FREGON 
 

16:6:1991   to   MITCHELL Ron  P.P.   by Stuart VIZE 
  

19:6:1992   to   CRANE Reeve  P.P. * 
     to   GUINEY David  P.P.*   by Brian ADAMS 
  

28:6:1993   to   BOSCOTT Bob  P.P.   by Peter WYLIE 
 

1993-1994      No Awards Made    
  

26:6:1995   to   THOMSON Ken  P.P.   by Bob MOORE 
      [Sapphire to Ken’s PH] 
  

3:6:1997   to   FREGON John  P.P. 
      to   ASPINALL Graeme  P.P. 
      to   MASON  John  Rtn. *  by Hilton EDMUNDS 
  

29:6:1998   to   THOMSON  Bett  1ST Lady  by Mike SPARK 
  

28:6:1999   to   EDMUNDS  Hilton  P.P.  
     to   WYLIE  Peter  P.P. *  by John FLEMMING 
  

26:6:2000   to   MASON  Fred  P.P.   by Tony OGLE 
  
25:6:2001   to   FLEMMING  John  P.P.  by Sandy YEATS 
  

19:5:2003   to   WYLIE Cheryl 
   to   VIZE Stuart  P.P.   by Paul McALONEY 
      [Sapphire to Stuart’s PHF] 
  

2004-05     to   SPARK Mike  P.P.   by Fran MANDERGEDDES 
  

2006-07    to   BENCH Cass  Rtn. 
   to   FLEMMING  John  P.P.  by Julie GOODCHILD 
          [Sapphire to John’s PHF] 
 

2007-08   to   DAWSON Robert  P.P. 
   to   Beth VIZE    by  Graeme ASPINALL 
  

2008 –09    to   McALONEY  Paul   P.P. 
   to   GOODCHILD Julie  P.P.  by Graham FAULKNER 
  

2009-10   to   MANDERGEDDES  Fran  PP  by Merv LINCOLN 
  

2011-12   to   SMITH, Peter Captain – CFA  by Enid HUGHES 
 

2012-13   to   HUGHES, Enid P.P.   by Graeme ASPINALL 
 

2015   to   ASPINALL, Graeme PP  by Paul McAlONEY 
      [Sapphire to Graeme’s PHF] 
 
2016-17   to   WILSON, Paul 
      HURST, Rob PP (Sapphire to Rob’s PHF) 
      HUGHES, Enid PP (Sapphire to Enid’s PHF) by Christine Anderson 

 
E. & O.E. 
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ROTARY CLUB OF FERN TREE GULLY 
 

2016-17 
 

CURRENT MEMBERS 
 

Name Date of Induction 
ANDERSON, Christine 14th April 2014 
ASPINALL, Graeme 1st November 1988 
BOETTCHER, Martin 18th April 2016 
BRADDOCK, Gary 4th April 2016 
CAMPBELL, Sean  23rd March 2015 
FAULKNER, Graham  16th February 2004 

(30th October 1986) 
FLEMMING, John 1st April 1993 
HUGHES, Enid 30th June 2008 
HOLLIS, Ray  4th April 2016 
HURST, Robert 1st July 1982 
MANDERGEDDES, Fran 4th March 2002 
McALONEY, Paul 15th March 1999 
SPARK, Mike 1st November 1994 
WILSON, Paul 31st December 2005 
  

 

         
 

Pictured above, Enid Hughes and Ray Hollis managed to catch up with RI President Elect Ian Riseley and Juliet 
on a rare visit back to Australia       


