
  

  

Rotary Club of Fern Tree Gully  

Inc. 

INCORPORATED REG. No. A0023463V 

     DISTRICT 9810    VICTORIA   

 AUSTRALIA 

  

CHARTERED:  16thMay, 1963 

  

Postal Address:  P. O. Box 164 FERNTREE GULLY, VIC 3156 
  

  

ANNUAL REPORT 

2011-2012 
   

  

  
         

          

               

          

  

          

President, Rotary International - KALYAN BANERJEE, & Binota,  Rotary Club of Vapi, India 

  

District Governor, Dist. 9810 – JULIET RISELEY & Ian, Rotary Club of Hampton 

  

President, Rotary Club of Fern Tree Gully – ENID HUGHES 

  

Benefactor, Rotary Club of Fern Tree Gully – IVAN GIGOVIC, Vale: August 2003  

31st May, 2012 Volume 49  



 

  ROTARY CLUB OF FERN TREE GULLY INC 
Registered No A0023463V 

2011-12 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

49th Annual Report 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Enid Hughes—President 2011—12 



   

  

  

Contents: 

Page No 
  
Object of Rotary / The Four-Way Test  1 

President’s Report - Enid Hughes 2 

Accounts: 

 Balance Sheet   4 

 Profit and Loss Statement   5 

 Donations for the Year   7 

Community Service Report - Ian McFarlane 8 

Vocational Service Report - Phil Walters 10 

International Service Report - Paul McAloney 11 

New Generation Report - Julie Goodchild 12 

Fellowship Report - Fran Mandergeddes 14 

Club Service Report - Ian McFarlane 16 

Membership & Marketing Report - Graeme Aspinall 17 

Program Report  - Mike Spark  18 

Program for the Year  (Spreadsheet)   19 

Australian Rotary Health - Graham Faulkner 21 

Bulletin Report - Enid Hughes 22 

Past Presidents Listing  23 

Members of the Board 2011-12  24 

Paul Harris Fellows Listing  25 

  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  



1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OBJECT OF ROTARY 
 

The object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in 

particular, to encourage and foster: 

 

First:   The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service. 

 

Second: High ethical standards in business and professions; and the dignifying by each 

Roarian of his/her occupation as an opportunity to service society. 

 

Third: The application of the ideal of service by every Rotarian to his/her personal 

business, and community life. 

 

Fourth: The advancement of international understanding, good-will, and peace 

through a world fellowship of business and professional men and women 

united in the ideal of service. 

 
________________________________________ 

THE FOUR-WAY TEST 
Of the things we think, say or do 

________________________________________ 

 
Is it the TRUTH? 

 

 Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

 

 Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIP? 

 

 Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enid Hughes 

 

This year has been a wonderful one In lots of ways 
but in others it has been a difficult one for me.  As a 
past P.A. I was used to pulling strings and being active 
behind the scenes;  being the leader put me right out 
of my comfort zone.  I found that getting things done 
myself was very different to motivating others to get 
things done.  I’ve had some successes and some 
failures there.  But then, that’s life isn’t it? 
  

At Changeover last year I stood before club 
members and announced that this year would be a 
year of change.  It certainly has been  that.  We have 
established a website, gone from a hand 
distributed, hard copy bulletin to an electronically 
distributed one, accessed from the website.  We’re 
yet to tackle Facebook and Twitter but I’m sure that 
will come eventually! 
  

Due to member numbers we disbanded the 
traditional committee set-up and adopted a “whole 
club” model.  We did the “Our Club—Our Future” 
workshop and subsequent committee meetings were 
devoted to working out in which direction the club 
was headed.  I feel we had some success in this area 
and have a good framework in place for incoming 
President Graeme Aspinall to broaden and build on 
during his year. 

 

As always, membership numbers have been up and 
down.  In losing Past President and Vocations Chair 
Merv Lincoln who moved to Ballarat due to a job 
transfer with the Salvation Army we then gained his 
replacement—Angela Locke.  We welcome Angela 
and hope that she’ll be with us for a long time.  We 
also welcomed Greg Downes in August last year. 
However, it was a very sad moment when we had to 
make the decision to switch Charter Member Ken 
Thomson from active to honorary.  We were hoping 

that Ken would be helping to celebrate our 50th 
anniversary next year but this is not to be.  Ken was 
diagnosed with Alzheimer's and now resides in a 
nursing home.   
 

Recently the Board chose to award a Paul Harris 
Fellowship.  They decided to look outside club 
members and select someone from the Knox 
community.  Peter Smith, Captain of Upper Ferntree 
Gully CFA has shown himself to be a pillar of society 
not just in contributing through his work in the CFA 
but also a great deal of effort with local youth and 
community affairs.  It is my very great pleasure to 
congratulate Peter on achieving this Rotary honour. 
 

A few words must be said about my Board of 
Directors, Service Chairs and Club Officers.  Both I and 
the club  have been  well served in these areas—
some more than others of course but that’s the 
normal way of things.  I would like to thank them all 
for assisting me in running the club during the past 
year. But, I must give special thanks to outgoing 
Community Chair—Ian McFarlane and outgoing 
Treasurer—Paul Wilson.  Both have borne well with 
my demands and vagaries.  I appreciate the work that 
both have done and thank them very warmly for their 
efforts.  I must also say that as incoming Treasurer 
and Past President, I look forward to working with 
the new Board.   
 

In conclusion, I would like to again thank everyone in 
the club for their assistance in serving the community 
through Rotary and for the privilege of being your 
President.  I have enjoyed my year. 
 

Enid Hughes 
President 
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CHANGEOVER 

2011/12 
Merv Lincoln to Enid Hughes 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Wilson 
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TREASURERS REPORT 2011/12 
 

Financially this year has been much a bit of a paradox: 
 
TURNOVER 
Turnover was up from around 36k last year to 50k. Largely as a result of the breathometer project 
involving around $18k of capital acquisition this year. 
ADMIN 
As budgeted, this year’s Admin was essentially “net neutral”. With District constraining costs we have been 
able to hold annual dues the same next year at $260.00. 
BENEVOLENT FUND 
As per last year, International donations from the benevolent fund have matched interest resulting in 
maintaining the level of capital held over. 
PROJECTS 
Donations (excluding monies raised on behalf of other organisations, e.g. CFA & the Salvos) has remained 
much the same as last year at around $10k. However, fundraising at around $6k has resulted in a shortfall 
of some $4k for the year, which is clearly unsustainable. 
SUMMARY 
In summary, whilst immediate fundraising appears to be down over our previous year, foundation projects  
such as the Website and breathometers have been put in place to improve both our effectiveness and 
income in future years. 
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DONATIONS - 2011/2012 

  

  

    

  

  Local Community 
  

  

  

 

Foothills Community Church - Christmas Lunch 200 

 

  

  

 

Knox Athletics – Sails Project 4,000 

 

  

  

 

Sherbrook Little Aths - equipment 300 

 

  

  

 

FTG Primary School - Diaries 100 

 

  

  

 

J Mawditt – (skating sponsorship) 200 

 

  

  

 

Infolink – Knox 200 

 

  

  

   

5,000   

  

    

  

  Larger Community (Projects) 
  

  

  

RYLA 650 

    

 

Royal Children's Hospital 133 

 

  

  

 

Caroline Chisholm Institute (Peter Wylie Award 500 

 

  

  

 

Salvation Army (Red Shield Appeal) 8,377 

 

  

  

 

Vision Australia 200 

 

  

  

 

Evolve – Youth At Risk 200 

 

  

  Youth Exchange 3,300   

  

   

13,360   

  International Community (Benevolent)     

  

 

Women in Nepal (Stephanie Woollard) 1,780 

 

  

  

 

Adoption of Cambodian Family (Ganya) 1,666 

 

  

  

 

Georgia Johnson – Fiji 100 

 

  

  

 

Walk for Life 1,000 

 

  

  

 

Catherine McFadyen – Africa Project 

 

300 

 

  

    4,846  

  International Community (Projects)     

  

 

DG’s Partner’s Project – Nursing Timor Leste 200 

 

  

  

 

Rotary Foundation 1,104 

 

  

  

 

Wheelchairs for Kids 

 

1,200 

 

  

     2,504  

  

   

  

  

    

  

  

 

Total Donations $25,710 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ian McFarlane 

 

We continue to support the Foothills Community 
Church in a range of ways 

 Community kitchen.  A fortnightly roster on a 
Wednesday evening to assist with food 
preparation, serving, washing up and most 
importantly spending some time with diners. 

 $200 to Christmas lunch 

 Provision of gifts for men at Christmas time.  
(The church advised that this is a particularly 
difficult group to provide for).  The club was 
successful in providing several hundred 
individual items which were then put in 
Christmas gift bags to be handed out to the 
recipients. 

  
Donations were provided to various Community 
Groups including the following: 
 Vision Australia 
 Sherbrooke Little Athletics Centre  
  
The Salvation army tin rattle went well raising in 
excess of $8,000.    
  
The Upper Ferntree Gully CFA.  The tin rattle for 
this year was postponed at late notice as the 
available dates had been allocated to other 
organisations.  There are two tin rattles planned 
for the next Rotary year with the postponed 
collection now in October 2012 and the one for 
next year planned for late February / early March 
2013. 
  
Sausage sizzles at Bunnings were not available 
this year.  Our next Bunnings BBQ is planned for 

July 2012 and we continue to be available to fill in 
if another organisation pulls out of their allocated 
date. 
  
The Community raffle raised about $700 so far this 
year and if we can sell all of the tickets by the first 
week in June then we expect to make around 
$1100.  Thank you to all of those who sold tickets 
and were able to assist at shopping centre selling 
points. 
  
A new community support program and fundraiser 
for the club was investigated and submitted for 
Breathalyser’s.  Support has now been gained 
from Knox City Council and Knox Police for this 
project and we were successful in receiving 
$20,000 at the September round of TAC funding for 
these types of projects.  Apart from providing 
drinkers with the ability to check their breath 
alcohol levels before leaving selected venues and 
thus potentially reduce road accidents in the 
community the project has the potential to return 
$400 per month, every month, ongoing to the Club 
for use in the Community.  Unfortunately 
implementation has taken longer than expected 
due to a lack of support from a key chain of hotels.  
Further work is progressing with the assistance of 
the local police.  Two of the four available units are 
being installed by the end of May 2012 – one at the 
Cuckoo restaurant, Olinda and the other at the 
Wantirna Club, Wantirna.  Thank you to Graeme 
Aspinall and John Flemming for progressing 
implementation stage of this project. 
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Knox Park sails project.  We provided funding for 
this original project over 10 years ago.  The sail 
cloths now need to be replaced at a cost of about 
$12,000.  A Trivia night with about 200 people 
attending raised just over $4,000 for this project.  
Thank you to all who assisted in the organisation 
and running of this night – in particular to Fran 
Mandergeddes and Greg Downes. 
  
Other events that we assisted in included: 
 at the Melbourne Marathon in October 
FTG discovery day in November 
Thomas Fun Run day in November in conjunction 
with the Rotary Club of Emerald and District 
assisting in the raising of $36,000 for the William 
Angliss Hospital Children’s ward. 
  
A wheelchair was donated during the year and 

we are still seeking a suitable use of this sports 
wheelchair within the Rotary organisation.  
  
As for new projects money was set aside for 
organisations on a monthly basis but not 
allocated after Christmas due to a lack of 
available cash flow in the community budget.  
Moving into next year we are seeking an ongoing 
project to raise further funds.  This may involve a 
BBQ at the Thousand Steps.  Any ideas are sought. 
  
We aim to continue to increase our physical  
presence in the local Ferntree Gully Community 
over the next year. 
  
  
Ian McFarlane 
Chair – Community Service 

  

 

  

Competitions at Knox 

Park 

Red Shield Appeal 

Community Kitchen 

Ferntree Gully Discovery Trail Day 
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VOCATIONAL SERVICE  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Merv Lincoln        Phil Walters 

 
VOCATIONAL CHAIR 
The year began with PP Merv Lincoln as Vocational 
Service Chair until his transfer with his 
employment at the end of December, after which 
Phil Walters took on the task until year end. 
  
APPRENTICESHIP AWARD 
  
Last year, chair Paul Wilson reported that we had 
reached an agreement with Caroline Chisholm 
Education Foundation, to source and screen 
candidates for us for the “Peter Wylie Memorial 
Award”. 
  
While the partnership with Caroline Chisholm 
Education Foundation had promise, it has not 
delivered to its potential, with no suitable 
candidates for the award being identified. 
  
As a result, the club is unable to make an award 
this year.  
  
Discussions are being held with the Institute 
regarding the future of this agreement. 
  
RYLA 
This year the club had only one candidate for the 
RYLA program, Jimmy Ormond.   Jimmy was an 
excellent participant and later attended a club 
meeting to present his experiences. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
VOCATIONAL TALKS 
  
Rotary information talks, whereby a member talks 
on a  theme related to their vocation have 
continued this year, and were followed with a free 
forma talk on a topic chosen by the speaker. 
Interesting subjects have included poetry, with 
Paul McAloney regaling us with the story of ‘How 
McDougall topped the score’, as well as a 
dissertation on the history of our club by Rob Hurst 
and a famous Australian women quiz by Helen 
Lingard.  
  
VOCATIONAL VISITS 
  
There were no vocational visits this year. 
  
Merv Lincoln 
Phil Walters 
Chairs - Vocational Service  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jimmy Ormond—this year’s 

RYLA candidate 
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INTERNATIONAL SERICE REPORT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul McAloney 

During the year we have been very busy in 
International by providing support to the following 
organisations: 
  

WOMEN OF NEPAL  
The club sponsored this worthwhile organisation to the 
sum of $1780.00. The money is used to educate 12 
students for 12 months who otherwise would look to a 
life of begging on the streets.  Because of the 
wonderful work that Stephanie and her organisation 
are doing she was selected by United Nations Women 
and MasterCard as one of 10 finalists in their Project 
Inspire competition for people working in the field of 
women empowerment. The prize was $25,000 but 
unfortunately Stephanie did not win.   
  

CAMBODIAN CHILDRENS TRUST 
CCT is a non-profit organisation running projects to 
help break the cycle of poverty in the Battambang 
region of Cambodia. They provide long -term support 
to some of Cambodia's most vulnerable people. The 
club made a commitment to donate $1700.00 per year 
for a three-year period which enabled them to adopt a 
family—Ganya, her husband and daughter. We are in 
regular communication with CCT who give us feed-back 
on how this family is faring. 
  

WALK FOR LIFE 
The club also donated $1000.00 to Walk For Life. 
This money which attracts matching grants goes 

towards the correction of club feet in 
Bangladesh.  Due to Rotary's support 4000 feet 
have been so far surgically corrected. 
CATHERINE MCFADYEN 
We sponsored Catherine for $300.00. Catherine 
was a International Student Volunteer who went to 
South Africa to participate in such projects such as 
wild life rescue, and assisting underprivileged 
children and communities. Catherine was guest 
speaker at one of our meetings and we found her to 
be a delightful and intelligent young lady and as far 
as the club was concerned it was money well spent. 
  

WHEELCHAIRS FOR KIDS  
The club also continues to be involved in 
Wheelchairs for kids due to our collection from the 
wishing well situated in Knox Tavern. We thank 
Stuart Vize for his continual involvement and Knox 
Tavern for allowing us to place the wishing well in 
their establishment.  
  

ROTARY GROUP STUDY  
Once again the club was involved with group study. 
This year we had a team visiting from Texas and 
they were very entertaining and impressed 
everyone with their professional presentation. 
  

Paul McAloney 
Chair—International 

  

Above: GSE team from Texas  visit Knox Police Station 

Left—Ganya and the family we adopted  in Cambodia 
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NEW GENERATIONS REPORT 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julie Goodchild 
 

New Generations is the committee that does a lot of 
work in the background, with few results to show. 
It is, however, a very rewarding committee to be on 
when you see the results that we achieve.  
 

JUNIOR YOUTH COMMUNITY AWARD 
This is a fantastic program for the students in Grade 6 at 
Ferntree Gully North Primary School.  They have to 
cover 4 areas of social development, including finding a 
new challenge, exploring community issues, finding out 
about different charities and religions, and generally 
widening their experiences and opportunities. 
 

We have also hosted an evening to find other potential 
local schools that may take up this challenge next year.  
It is an amazing program, that is run at very little cost to 
our club, but has a huge impact on the students that 
undertake it.  I hope the program continues to grow. 
  

YOUTH EXCHANGE 
Our outbound student,  Zak JOHNSON returned to us in 
January 2012, and the growth is very obvious with him.  
Not only has Zak increased in size and is quite a bit taller 
than the boy we farewelled last January, but he has 
developed from a young boy into a very confident 
young man.   
 

Zak has settled well back in to the Aussie lifestyle, and I 
am sure we will still hear from him as he is quite 
committed to the Youth Exchange Program. 
  

We welcomed Isabela Zatti from Brasil in July last year, 
and she has only a few weeks left.  During her stay in 
Australia she has been on her Safari (or Rockadoo as it 
was renamed) where they travelled to the centre of 
Australia, and then on up to Darwin before flying home 
after being away for just over 2 weeks.  Isabela then 
participated in the bike ride to Conference which raised 
just over $35,000 for Rotary Health.  Isabela has been to 
Caloundra, and Adelaide and is off to Sydney in a couple 

of weeks, so it just leaves Tasmania and Western 
Australia as the only states she didn’t see. 
  

We farewelled Damien Croke as he left to spend his 
year in Germany, and I have no doubts that Damien will 
make the most of every opportunity that comes his 
way, and is so far enjoying his time as an exchange 
student. 
In July we will be welcoming Caroline from Denmark to 
join our Rotary family and her first host family is the 
McFarlanes, and we have just accepted our outbound 
student for 2013, Ruby Hardy who is just beginning her 
exchange experience. 
  

NEW BEGINNINGS 
I have renewed a contact with Mater Christi College in 
Belgrave, and have advised them of all the wonderful 
opportunities that Rotary can offer.  It was too late to 
have a team for MUNA this year, but Connie is very 
hopeful that we can sponsor a team from the college to 
attend in 2013.  RYPEN is also a wonderful camp that 
Connie remembers other students attending in past 
years, and is also going to put support students that 
may want to attend in 2013 as well.  I hope that this 
joint effort with this college is beneficial and rewarding 
for many years to come. 
  

Again it is all the background work, the hours put in by 
supporters of the New Generation  committee that a lot 
don’t see, that I have to thank everyone for.   
  

I am stepping down from this committee after many 
rewarding, if not challenging, years, and wish the future 
committee lots of fun, laughter and enjoyment in seeing 
the youth of today develop into the future leaders of 
tomorrow. 
 

Julie Goodchild 

Chair—New Generations 
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Our three Exchange Students  

Isabela Zatti current inbound student from 

Brazil 

Zak Johnson who went to Sweden 

(windsurfing) 

Damien Croke who is currently in Germany 

(in the blazer) 

. 
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FELLOWSHIP REPORT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Fran Mandergeddes 
 

During the Rotary year for 2011/12 I have 
endeavored to not only keep up the old tried and 
true activities, but try to find a few that are different 
from those we have had in the past. 
We have had : 
  Local theatre  visits, all most enjoyable and 

extremely well performed.   I think the 
undoubted favourite  was an hilarious version 
of “The 39 steps” where just a few actors 
changed not only characters, accents and 
clothing, but sometimes sex as well!  This was 
followed by another very funny show, a stage 
version of “Allo, Allo.” 

  Our last theatre visit for this Rotary year will be 
to see the stage version of “MASH,” that long-
running and popular black comedy/drama 
about a US army hospital in Korea.  We are 
really looking forward to that. 

  We also continued with our fellowship dinners,  
and I must express my thanks to the hosts of 
these events, who so willingly and generously 
open their homes.  These dinners are truly a 
special way of spending some extra time 
together. 

  We also visited the Healesville Steam train 
festival. Although this was far from well 
attended, those who were there seemed to 
enjoy it and find interesting things to do.   We 
all then visited Riverstone Winery and had a bit 
of fellowship there to finish off the day. 

  The President’s picnic for outgoing President 
Enid was a resounding success and very much 
enjoyed by all who attended.  Enid chose a trip 
to Williamstown via the Southbank ferry as her 
special function.  The weather was cool but 
fine and I am very pleased to report that no- 

 one suffered “mal de mer!”   

We enjoyed a very nice lunch at a local Hotel , 
where we were given a separate alcove. The 
food was extremely tasty, the drinks flowed and 
the conversation was, as usual, bright, loud and 
(sometimes) unruly ! 

  The club Christmas dinner party was another 
successful function.        We repeated the gift 
giving idea of the previous year, where members 
could demand that gifts received by some were 
forcibly taken by others,   causing chaos, derisive 
hoots and sometimes, cheers!  Funnily enough, 
it always seems that chocolate products are the 
most popular, with the giant Toblerone passing 
from one partygoer to another virtually all 
around the room!  The second most popular 
item was, of course, bottles of red ! (And I don’t 
mean tomato sauce!)   For the second year in a 
row Santa completely missed us, probably being 
too busy doing important things for the children. 

  We have also enjoyed movies together. 
  On Saturday 26 May we held our own club trivia 

night, called “Twisted Trivia,”     at St. Stephens 
Church hall in Bayswater. 

  The primary function of the night was to raise 
some much needed funds for the Club, and it 
certainly did – approximately $650 profit, which 
was a great result, particularly as there were 
only about 43 people who attended! 
The bonus was that we had a great night that 
was full of fun, with games, riddles, raffles and 
the like , as well as some trivia that was a bit 
quirky. 
I must acknowledge the assistance given by Ian 
and Nicole McFarlane, and Helen Lingard,  on 
the day; also President Enid and, again, Helen, 
for donating some of the prizes. 
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Also my thanks to those who not only paid their entry 
fee, but made a donation to the coffers as well. 
  
I must also praise that stalwart and great friend, 
Cheryl Wylie, who as usual assisted me greatly with 
the organization, the games and prizes, and also 
donated a large number of gifts and raffle prizes. 
Cheryl has always been a tower of strength and help 
to me personally in any Rotary role I have 
undertaken.    In spite of not being able to attend 
club meetings as often   as she would like,  she is a 
very strong supporter of our Club and is always 
willing to put up her hand to help out whenever she 
can.  Thank you Cheryl, my dear friend. 
  

And so there we are – the end of another year of 
Fellowship for the Rotary Club of Ferntree Gully. 
 I must say there have been times over the past 12 
months when I have been disappointed with the lack 
of enthusiasm for some suggested activities, so I 
repeat my offer of previous years – if any of you, or 
your spouse, partner, families, friends or even 
enemies, want to suggest any activities, I would be 
very willing to listen and, indeed, grateful for your 
input ! 
  

Fran Mandergeddes 
Fellowship 
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CLUB SERVICE REPORT 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ian McFarlane 
 

District Conference: 
A small contingent of members enjoyed the 
Melbourne based conference.  Great venues and 
speakers.  Next year we head to the Regional Centre 
of Wangaratta.  Plan to be there. 
  

President Elect Seminar: 
This year our District returned to its traditional single 
District Pets.  It was attended by PE Ian McFarlane 
and PN Graeme Aspinall and held at the Deakin 
University Campus in Burwood.  Again it was a long 
day and very informative.  The old Knox Cluster will 
be returned next year and the first meeting of this 
cluster was held during this seminar with members 
keen to work closer together as a cluster.  The theme 
next year will be “Peace through Service”.  Rotary 
International also flagged a shift away from 
attendance to engagement of members.  It was also 
identified that there is brand confusion for Rotary 
and the way that it is presented around the world – 
so the Rotary Brand is to be standardised and 
simplified.  Within our District we plan to focus on 
vocational service with a “Getting back to business” 
theme.  Foundation is in the process of changing and 
the transition will span over a 2 year block.  
 

District Assembley: 
Is late this year and is planned for the 27th May again 
at the Hemisphere Centre in Moorabbin.  
 

Club Development and Growth: 
Progress continues to be slow but there are some 
good initiatives in planning stages that should result 
in further Club Development and Growth.  
 

Stamps: 
This is a District project.  The charity which is to 
benefit from the sale of the stamps is decided by 

each new DG.  The stamps collected are brought to 
our Club and sorted before being forwarded to Carole 
Farmer (RC Wantirna).  Stamps are sold by weight – 
on paper, with up to 2cm border.  We received a 
steady supply from our member during the year, 
albeit with the further development of the World 
Wide Web the availability of stamps is decreasing.  
 

Corks: 
This in an internal project following the visit by a 
speaker from Motor Neuron Disease and the Club 
took it up.  The corks are collected and when an 
appropriate number is reached they are delivered to 
MND.  It is more difficult since screw tops have been 
used by wine companies but we continue to do our 
best.  Again, members have been very supportive of 
this project.  
 

Dolls: 
These are produced (knitted) by Mrs Kay Penry and 
are eagerly sought by Wheelchair for kids.  The dolls 
from part of the Wheelchairs for Kids project and are 
included with the donations from the Wishing Well 
located at our meeting venue – Knox Tavern.  
 

Ian McFarlane 
Chair – Club Service 
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MEMBERSHIP & MARKETING REPORT 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Graeme Aspinall 

 

Membership: 
Membership growth this year has not been one of 
the strengths of our club. 
  
Whilst our President had a goal to increase our 
numbers by five we have only managed to retain 
our number of 19 member as we were at the start 
of this Rotary year. 
  
Craig Lindupp who was inducted towards the end 
of President Merv’s term last year but later 
resigned due to personal reasons.  He has stayed in 
touch enough though to help us out on a couple of 
service projects. Ken Thompson was made an 
Honorary Member . We all know that Ken is no 
longer able to attend Rotary due to age and ill 
health.  Ken was an inaugural member of this Club 
when it was formed 49 years ago and is sadly 
missed. 
  
Our president of the past two years, Merv Lincoln, 
was transferred to Ballarat to take up a position as 
Prison Chaplain for the Salvation Army servicing 
three jails including  the one at Ararat. We all miss 
Merv who added colour to the club. Its good to see 
him when he visits the club when he is in 
Melbourne. 
  

Angela Locke replaced Merv at the Ferntree Gully 
Salvation Army Citadel and joined us just recently; 
We look forward to her contributions to the club. 
  
Our membership has remained static for a number 
of years.  Now is the time we must do something 
about it; our average age is increasing and  dinner 
meeting attendances are low, which does not look 
good when guest speakers attend. We all have the 
responsibility to be aware of potential new 
members and invite them to our club. 
  
Marketing: 
President Enid attended a  “Community Mapping” 
forum where discussions took place on how we 
could network with local businesses, churches, 
organisations etc. to build and maintain a thriving 
community in Ferntree Gully.  It is very early days 
yet but we hope to be able to promote the club 
and its activities through this medium. 
  
Next year we celebrate our 50th year since charter.  
Can we grow the club? I believe we can if we all 
have a real go. 
  
Graeme Aspinall 
Membership & Marketing 
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PROGRAM REPORT 
  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Mike Spark

In my first year as program director, I have followed 
in the footsteps of Rob Hurst, who for so many years 
ensured we always had an interesting, informative, 
relevant and topical speaker to enhance our 
meetings. 
  
I have used my contacts at Swinburne University’s 
Lilydale campus to broaden your knowledge and 
experience in some new areas that you may not have 
had access to before – from Avatars to Public 
Relations to Aboriginals in Sport to Interfaith in 
Indonesia to the dark side of Thanatourism. Kerry 
Tucker returned to speak about the play she devised 
for her PhD (“Revlon and Razorwire”).  I believe they 
have been interesting and/or informative. 
  
We had speakers from a variety of other institutions 
and associations, talking about a wide range of issues 
and interests (including Jazz, Community policing, At-
risk Youth, and Knox Infolink)  to a range of medical 
and health issues (Strokes, Aspirin research, and 
Vision, to name a few). 

  
Of course, we had many speakers talking about their 
diverse Rotary projects in Fiji, South Africa, and 
Australia.  Our own member, Phil Walters, also 
informed us about power matters that affect all of us. 
  
I had a speaker arranged for every night apart from 
the Club Committee /Board nights – and luckily, they 
all turned up!J 
  
I thank the members of the club for referring 
potential speakers to me – you have made my job 
much easier. Keep up the good work, please! 
  
I look forward to continuing to provide an interesting, 
relevant program in the coming year, so that our 
members can better enjoy their Monday nights – and 
to get potential members along and interested in 
what we can offer. 
  
Mike Spark 
Program Director 

  

 

 

 

Catherine McFadyen 

South African Project 

Paul McAloney with Senior Constable Lee Thomson 

Community Policing 

Desiree Pettit 

Evolve—At Risk Youth 
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AUSTRALIAN ROTARY HEALTH 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Graham Faulkner 

ROTARY’S BOWELSCAN PROGRAM 2011/12.  

 

Again this year our club continued to be involved in 
this very worthwhile program.  Our Rotary District 
(9810) has been running this program since 2003 - 
our club started from 2007. 
  

Along with many other clubs, we arrange to sell 
Bowelscan test kits through some local 
pharmacies. Local newspapers have again helped 
promote this public awareness & early detection 
program with editorials & photos taken in our 
pharmacies.  Men & women 40 years & over are 
encouraged to buy & use this non-invasive test 
which can detect unseen blood in the bowel 
motion which can be an early sign of Bowel cancer 
or polyps(likely future cancers).  
  

Unfortunately, this year the price has increased 
from $6.00 to $10.00 – however this is still half the 
price of commercial kits.   
  

The Federal government bowel cancer screening 
program continues again but only targets those 
turning 50, 55 & 65 - however anyone receiving a 
free kit from the government can use it instead of 
a bowelscan kit.  
  

So the role of Rotary’s Bowelscan program each 
year is still valid, vital and will continue. 
  

We know that every year in Australia there are 
going to be 12,000 new cases of bowel cancer and 
5,000 deaths from bowel cancer. Fifteen men and 
seventeen women living in Melbourne’s eastern 
suburbs had life-saving procedures during the past 
six years following early detection by using a 
Bowelscan test kit.  
  

Last year we sold 290 kits through our 5 
pharmacies. This year, even though 2 of our 
pharmacies are not participating, our other 3 still 
cover the same main shopping centres, so we still 
hope to have good sales. 
  

Thanks again to John Flemming for co-ordinating 
the delivery of new kits & collection of used ones 
from all the pharmacies and also to Greg Downes 
for helping with Hawke’s pharmacy in Upper 
Ferntree Gully. 
  

Graham Faulkner. 
(Bowelscan Co-Ordinator) 
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BULLETIN REPORT 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Enid Hughes 

Looking back over my first year as Bulletin Editor I 
feel a small sense of satisfaction in that I think I 
have managed to maintain the high standards set 
by Stuart Vize.  I’ve also worked hard to improve 
the bulletin and its production.  Instead of a photo 
copied hard copy edition it now gets posted to the 
club website and all interested recipients receive 
an automated email advising it has been posted, 
and containing a direct link.  By clicking on the link 
the bulletin opens as a PDF and can be read very 
easily.  I’m pleased to say that most members have 
welcomed this new venture and the website 
analytics show an encouraging number of hits each 
week—far in excess of our membership numbers 
which is great! 

  

With the commencement of the new Rotary year 
you will see a number of changes to the bulletin.  
Some things will remain the same but items such 
as the Rotary Theme logo will be replaced;  the 
weekly President’s Report will no longer be done 

by me( yea!), it will be done by President Graeme 
Aspinall.  There will be other changes too—I’m 
always looking for ways to update and change the 
bulletin in order to keep people interested so if 
anyone has any ideas or suggestions as to how to 
improve it please let me know.  All suggestions will 
be considered.   

  

A big “thank you” must be made to our “resident 
photographer” Paul Wilson.  Paul has supplied me 
with many of the photos you see each week both 
in the bulletin and on the website.  I hope that Paul 
will continue to keep me supplied.  Thanks Paul, 
your help is much appreciated. 
  

Below are a few memories from throughout the 
year.  Hope you enjoy them. 
  

Enid Hughes 
Bulletin Editor  

 

CASS’S BIRTHDAY:         Below—Mick & Cass;  Rob & Marj Dawson;  Kay McAloney and Brian Adams 

  
  

THE CHRISTMAS PARTY 
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PAST PRESIDENTS :  

1963-64 HALL  Frank  
  

1964-65 THOMSON  Ken 
  

1965-66 CLARKE * Harold 
  

1966-67 MARTIN   Laurie 
  

1967-68 ELDRIDGE  Jeff 
  

1968-69 RUSSELL   Harry 
  

1969-70 CHAPPILL   Geoff 
  

1970-71 COOK   Duncan 
  

1971-72 CASTRICUM *  John 
 and MILLER   Ken 
  

1972-73  LANGFORD *  Greg 
  

1973-74 de JONGE   Lawrence 
  

1974-75 CRANE *  Reeve 
  

1975-76 BROWN   John 
  

1976-77 FOSTER  Ken  
  

1977-78 CALLAHAN * Jack 
  

1978-79 MILLER  Ken 
  

1979-80 RICHARDS  John 
  

1980-81 BEASLEY * Royce 
  

1981-82 SHORTER  Barry 
  

1982-83 BOSCOTT  Bob 
  

1983-84 BARUDAY  George  and  
  DASBOROUGH   Don 
  

1984-85 MITCHELL*  Ron 
  

1985-86 HURST  Robert 
  

1986-87 GLADWIN  Bill 
 

1987-88 ELLIOTT  John 
  

1988-89 GUINEY * David 
  

1989-90 FREGON  John 
  

1990-91 VIZE  Stuart  
  

1991-92 ADAMS  Brian 
  

1992-93 WYLIE * Peter  
  

1993-94 ASPINALL  Graeme  
  

1994-95 MOORE  Robert 
  

1995-96 WILLINGHAM  Ed 
  

1996-97 EDMUNDS  Hilton 
  

1997-98 SPARK  Mike  
  

1998-99 FLEMMING  John 
  

1999-2000 OGLE  Tony  
  

2000-01 YEATS   Sandy 
  

2001-02 HALL  Marilyn 
 (First Woman President). 
  

2002-03 McALONEY  Paul 
  

2003-04 DAWSON  Rob  
  

2004-05 MANDERGEDDES   Fran 
  

2005-06 WALTERS  Phil 
  

2006-07 GOODCHILD  Julie 
  

2007-08 ASPINALL  Graeme 
  

2008-09 FAULKNER  Graham 
  

2009-10 LINCOLN  Merv.   
  

2010-11 LINCOLN  Merv 
  

2011-12 HUGHES Enid 
  
 * Have “Passed on to meet Paul HARRIS  
  

 

  



24 

 

 

  

THE ROTARY CLUB OF 

FERN TREE GULLY INC., 

2011-2012 
  

  

The Board 
  

 PRESIDENT   - Enid Hughes 

 PRESIDENT ELECT  - Ian McFarlane/Graeme Aspinall 

 SECRETARY   - John Flemming 

 TREASURER   - Paul Wilson 

 PAST PRESIDENT  - Merv Lincoln 

 COMMUNITY   - Ian McFarlane 

 VOCATIONAL   - Merv Lincoln/Phil Walters 

 INTERNATIONAL  - Paul McAloney 

 NEW GENERATIONS  - Julie Goodchild 

  

  

Office Bearers 

 
 FOUNDATION    - Paul McAloney 

 MEMBERSHIP & MARKETING - Graeme Aspinall 

 FELLOWSHIP    - Fran Mandergeddes 

 PROGRAM    - Mike Spark 

 BULLETIN EDITOR   - Enid Hughes 

 BOWEL SCAN (Aus. Rotary Health)- Graham Faulkner 
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PAUL HARRIS FELLOWS 
Presented       FELLOWS           President. 

  

1963 to 1980     No Awards Made 

  

03:9:1981   to   MILLER  Ken  P.P.   by Barry SHORTER  
  

1982 –1985     No Awards Made 

  
03:4:1986   to   RICHARDS  John  P.P.  by Robert HURST 

  

1986-1987      No Awards Made 
  

17:6:1988   to   THOMSON Ken  P.P.  by John ELLIOTT 

  
26:6:1989   to   COOK Duncan  P.P .   

  to   VIZE Stuart  Rtn.   by David GUINEY 

  
22:6:1990   to   HURST Robert  P.P.   by John FREGON 

  

16:6:1991   to   MITCHELL Ron  P.P.  by Stuart VIZE 

  

19:6:1992   to   CRANE Reeve  P.P. * 

     to   GUINEY David  P.P.*  by Brian ADAMS 
  

28:6:1993   to   BOSCOTT Bob  P.P.  by Peter WYLIE 

  
1993-1994      No Awards Made    

  

26:6:1995   to   THOMSON Ken  P.P.  by Bob MOORE 

      [Sapphire to Ken’s PH] 

  

1995-1996      No Awards Made 
  

1996-1997      No Awards Made 

  
30:6:1997   to   FREGON John  P.P. 

      to   ASPINALL Graeme  P.P. 

      to   MASON  John  Rtn. *  by Hilton EDMUNDS 
  

29:6:1998   to   THOMSON  Bett  1ST Lady  by Mike SPARK 

  
28:6:1999   to   EDMUNDS  Hilton  P.P.  

     to   WYLIE  Peter  P.P. *  by John FLEMMING 

  
26:6:2000   to   MASON  Fred  P.P.   by Tony OGLE 

  

25:6:2001   to   FLEMMING  John  P.P.  by Sandy YEATS 
  

2001-2002      No awards Made  
  

19:5:2003   to   WYLIE Cheryl 

   to   VIZE Stuart  P.P.   by Paul McALONEY 

      [Sapphire to Stuart’s PHF] 

  

2003-04      No awards Made.  
  

2004-05     to   SPARK Mike  P.P.   by Fran MANDERGEDDES 

  

2005-06       No awards Made  

  

2006-07    to   BENCH Cass  Rtn. 

   to   FLEMMING  John  P.P.  by Julie GOODCHILD 

          [Sapphire to John’s PHF] 

2007-08   to   DAWSON Robert  P.P. 
   to   Beth VIZE   by  Graeme ASPINALL 

  

2008 –09    to   McALONEY  Paul   P.P. 
   to   GOODCHILD Julie  P.P.  by Graham FAULKNER 

  

2009-10   to   MANDERGEDDES  Fran  PP  by Merv LINCOLN 
  

2010-11      No awards Made 

E. and O. E. 


