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2017-18 RI President Ian H.S. Riseley announces his 
presidential theme, Rotary: Making a Difference 

 
Rotary International President-elect Ian H.S. Riseley made the case on Monday that pro-
tecting the environment and curbing climate change are essential to Rotary’s goal of sus-
tainable service. 
Riseley, a member of the Rotary Club of Sandringham, Victoria, Australia, unveiled the 
2017-18 presidential theme, Rotary: Making a Difference, to incoming district governors at 
Rotary’s International Assembly in San Diego, California, USA. 
Environmental degradation and global climate change are serious threats to everyone, 
Riseley said. “They are having a disproportionate impact on those who are most vulnera-
ble, those to whom Rotary has the greatest responsibility. Yet environmental issues rarely 
register on the Rotary agenda,” he said. 
Environmental degradation is one of the major threats listed by the UN’s High-level Panel 
on Threats, Challenges, and Change. 
Riseley added, “The time is long past when environmental sustainability can be dismissed 
as not Rotary’s concern. It is, and must be, everyone’s concern.” 
The president-elect challenged every Rotary club to make a difference by planting a tree 
for each of its members between the start of the Rotary year on 1 July and Earth Day on 22 
April 2018. Trees remove carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases from the air, which 
slows global warming. 
“It is my hope that the result of that effort will be far greater than the environmental ben-
efit that those 1.2 million new trees will bring,” Riseley said. “I believe the greater result 
will be a Rotary that recognizes our responsibility not only to the people on our planet, but 
to the planet itself.” 
By Ryan Hyland 



 

 UPCOMING MEETING RESPONSIBILITIES 

Birthdays: None 

Wedding Anniversaries: None 

Induction to RC of Fern Tree Gully None 

   CHRISTINE’S CHATTERBOX 
 
 
What a great fun fellowship evening on Monday night. Barefoot Bowls, great company, good food and 
wine, I think we must do it again. Hope you checked out the Facebook pics. 
Our bank balance is for ever increasing with the last two very successful Bunnings sausage sizzles a 
great start for the New Year, a huge thank you to you all. 
Now Monday we start back to our normal Monday night meetings, our planning skills will be working 
overtime with Group B committee meetings, 
Always such a buzz of enthusiasm in the room. 
Hope many member’s check-out our Clubs Facebook and also check on other clubs to discover how we 
are all working to “Serve Humanity” for another 6 months. Great idea’s maybe for the future for us to 

use. 
Looking forward to seeing you all on Monday, have a good relaxing week.  
 
 
Yours in Rotary 
Christine Anderson 
President 2016-2017 

Date & Time: Monday 
23rd Jan 

[6.30 for 7.00] 

Monday  
30th Jan 
[6.30 for 

7.00] 

Monday 
6th Feb 

[6.30 for 7.00] 

Monday 
13th Feb 

[6.30 for 7.00] 

Monday 
20th Feb 

[6.30 for 7.00] 

Venue: FTG Bowling 
Club 

FTG Bwling 
Club 

FTG Bowling 
Club 

FTG Bowling 
Club 

FTG Bowling 
Club 

Program: Committee 
Meetings 

Foundation/
Centurian 

Club 

Club Assembly 
- Club Rules & 

By-laws 

Mongolia Committee 
Meetings 

Speaker: GROUP B Ian Donald N/A Lynette Phuong GROUP A 

Chair: John F Martin B Ray H Bob H Fran M 

Rotary Toast Enid H John F Enid H Gary B John F 

Cashier: Fran M Mike S Gary B Graeme A Bob H 

Scribe: Paul McA Ray H Bob H Mike S Graeme A 

Rotary Knowledge Mike S N/A N/A N/A Graeme A 

Topic:  Rotary Foundation - 2017 
Celebration 

    Rotary Com-
munity Corps 

Sergeant-At-Arms: Graeme A Graeme A Graeme A Ray H Ray H 

Partners' Night No No No Yes No 



 

 "THE WEEK THAT WAS” 
Monday, 16th January 2017 

BULLETIN DISTRIBUTION 

 

Although RC Fern Tree Gully has only 14 members we 

have a much greater distribution of our Club Bulletin each 

week.  In addition to members we have friends, other Ro-

tarians and we also have a number of partners who prefer 

to receive their own copy of the Bulletin.  If anyone would 

like to receive a personal copy it’s really quite easy—just 

furnish Enid H with your email address.  It will be added to 

the distribution list and in future you will receive an email 

each week with the link to the Club bulletin. 

Enid Hughes 
Bulletin Editor 

 
PS How do you like our new masthead?  
Anybody noticed that it’s the FTG Village 
statue depicting the character in Freder-
ick McCubbin’s painting  Down on His 
Luck? 



 

 



 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Dear fellow Rotarians, 
For many, Rotary.org is an introduction to the great work that you and your fellow club members do 
to improve lives around the world. It’s meant to create an emotional connection that inspires poten-
tial members, donors, and partners to get involved. The latest changes to the public pages of the web-
site (which are the pages accessed prior to signing in to My Rotary) do that and more. Vis-
it Rotary.org to see all the improvements. The next phase of this project begins soon, which is when 
we will begin working on updating My Rotary. Work has already begun on Rotary Club Central. Next 
Rotary year, we will begin working on the club and district administration pages. 
How are initiatives and projects like this possible? One way we will continue to provide you with the 
tools and resources you need to tell Rotary’s story is through the upcoming dues increase. The 2016 
Council on Legislation voted to increase per capita dues by $4 per year beginning in July 2017. More 
information is available here. 
One resource I hope you have been putting to good use is our membership leads program. This pro-
ject directs prospective members to you to help grow your clubs. Since 2015, the membership leads 
program has grown by 400%. Each week, Rotary hears from 800 to 1,000 people from all over the 
world who have expressed an interest in joining. 

But in the last six months, only 34% of the membership leads were followed up on by districts and 
only 20% of those leads were assigned to clubs. In addition to a lost opportunity for qualified new 
members in Rotary clubs, leaving these inquiries unanswered could result in a negative public image 
for our organization. I encourage you all to check to see if your district has any outstanding leads. If 
you do, I urge you to follow up on them promptly. 

As we enter 2017, my goal for all of you is that you look back on this Rotary year and have the satis-
faction of knowing that there are people in the world whose lives have been made better because of 
work you were a part of. Thank you for all that you do—and continue to do—to help all of Rotary 
achieve that goal: Doing Good in the World, through Rotary Serving Humanity. 

Sincerely, 

John F. Germ 
Rotary International President, 2016-17 

 

ONE ROTARY CENTER 

1560 SHERMAN AVENUE 

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201-3698 USA 

ROTARY.ORG 
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IMPORTANT DATES TO DIARISE….. 

Legend:  

 Partners’ Night 

 Fundraising Event 

 District Event 

 Fellowship Event 

 Community Event 

2017 Program. Speaker 

January is Vocational Service month   

2-Jan New Year's Holiday - No Mtg   

9-Jan Fireside Meeting Emma & Martin Boettcher's Home 

13-Jan Bunnings Sausage Sizzle   

16-Jan BBQ and "barefoot bowls" night 
$17 per head for barbecue plus 

drinks  

23-Jan Committee's Meeting Group B 

30-Jan Foundation/Centurian Club Ian Donald 

February is Peace & Conflict Prevention/Resolution month 

6-Feb 
Club Assembly    - Club Rules & 
By-laws   

10-Feb Bunnings Sausage Sizzle   

11-Feb "Bikie's" Sausage Sizzle   

12-Feb Greek Festival - Sausage Sizzle Ferny Creek 

13-Feb   'Mongolia' Lynette Phuong 

17-Feb Presidents' Quarterly Mtg. Mulgrave Country Club 

18-Feb "Bikie's" Sausage Sizzle   

20-Feb Committees' Meeting Group A 

27-Feb Rotarians Against Malaria Gloria Hargreaves 

March is Water & Sanitation month   

4/5th Mar Multi Dist. PETS   

4/5th Mar Knox Festival   

6-Mar     

10-Mar Bunnings Sausage Sizzle   

13-Mar Labour Day - No Meeting   

20-Mar Committees' Meeting Group B 

25-Mar Knoxbrooke  50th anniversary   

27-Mar     

31/3 - 2/4 District Conference Geelong 

April is Maternal & Child Health month   

3-Apr     

4-Apr Bunnings Sausage Sizzle   

6-Apr Bunnings Sausage Sizzle   

10-Apr     

11-Apr Bunnings Sausage Sizzle   

17-Apr Easter Monday - no meeting  

24-Apr Committees' Meeting Group A 

May is Youth Services month   

1-May     

5-May Presidents' Quarterly Meeting Mulgrave Country Club 

8-May     

12-May Bunnings Sausage Sizzle   

15-May Committees' Meeting Group B 

21-May District Assembly   

22-May     

29-May     

June is Rotary Fellowship month   

5-Jun     

9-Jun Bunnings Sausage Sizzle   

10-14 Jun International Convention Atlanta, Florida 

12-Jun Queen's Birthday - No Meeting   

19-Jun Committees' Meeting Group A 

26-Jun     

  
Goodbye Christine, WELCOME 
Christine (again)   

http://www.warrandytedonvalerotary.org.au/bulletin/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2016/07/FOUNDATION.jpg

