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SCHOOLS SPEECH CONTEST 
(4-Way Test) 

CALLUM McLACHLAN 
 
Representing both his School (Fairhills High) and Rotary Club of Fern Tree Gully, Callum 
pitted his skills against some formidable adversaries.  Callum didn’t get through to the 
finals but continued to hone his skills by repeating the speech for FTG members. 
 

Great topic Callum—well done.   



 

 UPCOMING MEETING RESPONSIBILITIES 

Birthdays: 1st Feb—Graeme Aspinall 

Wedding Anniversaries: None 

Induction to RC of Fern Tree Gully None 

PAUL’S PONDERINGS 
 
 

At last weeks meeting we had an excellent speaker in Callum McLachlan. Callum spoke about his participation 
in the Schools 4 way speech contest. Callum spoke very well and after his talk I am surprised that he did not 
win the competition. 

We have had a lot of good news in our membership drive lately. Last week we had Gary Bradock visit our club 
with the interest in joining, and Robert Dawson assures me that Link wants to join the club. And just the other day John Flem-
ing advised me that he had received an Email from a Rotarian in WA, who is moving to Victoria and wants to join our club. If 
we can get these three to join then its going to be a great boost in our membership. 

Today I had the pleasure of presenting to the Mountain District Centre, a cheque for $2000.00 to provide scholarships for two 
students who are being disadvantaged in their education by financial restrictions. These scholarships are being provided 
in conjunction with a District grant of $1000.00.  MDLC were very grateful for our contribution, and I believe this will be a long 
term project for our club. I would like to thank Enid, and Graeme Aspinall (our photographer), and Graeme Faulkner for 
a attending.  

Until Mondays meeting, 

Yours in Rotary 

Paul           

Paul McAloney 
President 2015-16 

Date & Time: Monday 
1st Feb 

[6.30 for 7.00] 

Monday 
8th Feb 

[6.30 for 7.00] 

Monday 
15th Feb 

[6.30 for 7.00] 

Monday 
22nd Feb 

[6.30 for 7.00] 

Monday 
29th Feb 

[6.30 for 7.00] 

Venue: FTG Bowling 
Club 

FTB Bowling 
Club 

FTG Bowling 
Club 

FTG Bowling 
Club 

FTG Bowling 
Club 

Program: Committee 
Meeting 

Attracting Peo-
ple Who Serve 

Spaneast TBA Compassionate 
Friends 

Speaker: N/A Danielle Storey Nicky 
Culhane 

  TBA 

Committee Subject TBA N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Chair: Christine A Paul W Graeme A Rob D Fran M 

Rotary Toast Mike S Stuart V John F Paul McA Graham F 

Cashier: Paul W Graeme A Graham F Fran M  Sean C   

Scribe: Rob H Sean C Rob D John R Christine A 

Rotary Knowledge N/A Graeme A - 
Joys of Retire-

ment 

N/A Paul McA - 
Battle of Long 

Tan 

N/A 

Sergeant-At-Arms: John R Rob H Rob H Rob H Mike S 



 

 "THE WEEK THAT WAS” 
Monday, 25th January, 2016 

The meeting opened at 19.00 with the Rotary Toast and Pres. 
Paul McAloney welcoming all members, guests, Brian Man-
dergeddes, Gary Bradock and guest speaker Callum McLachlan, 
our candidate from this years 4Way Speech competition. 
 
Chairman: Rob Dawson called for Reports: 
 
Secretary: Christine Anderson. 
Read through and distributed the correspondence. 
Apologies: Rob Hurst, Sean Campbell. 
 
Community: Graeme Aspinall 
Graeme circulated a Community Kitchen roster for us to fill out 
as available. 
Before Xmas he took presents from Ray white and RC FTG to 
Steve Barrington of the Foothills Church for their Xmas lunch. 
Relay for life was discussed & we decided as it clashes with con-
ference we won't do it this year. 
On Feb 14 we will hold a sausage sizzle for the Greek Society and 
will Graeme will be looking for member commitment over the 
next few weeks. 
 
Mike Spark 
Asked that members going on the Bellbrae weekend meet after 
the meeting. 
 
 
 
SERGEANT’S SESSION 
Sergeant at Arms:John Reed. 
John thrilled us with a series of Irish jokes. Enid drew the 4 of 
Diamonds.. 
 
 
PROGRAM 
Our speaker for the evening was our 4 Way Speech candidate for 
this year, Calum McLachlan. 
 
Callum repeated his speech from the competition about the 
impact of technology on the youth of today. An impressive 
presentation. Question time was particularly informative in that 
it opened discussion and further thoughts on the youth of today 
and the effects of technology on it. 
 
Rob thanked him for an excellent presentation and handed the 
meeting back to Paul who closed the meeting at 20.38 
 

Scribe: Paul Wilson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Another of  our Conference Speakers……  

 

Janine Mahoney 

Area of expertise 

CEO Safe Futures 
Foundation  

 

Jan ine ’s  s tudy in  psycho logy and bus iness  
management  led  to 33  years ’  exper ience and 
leadersh ip  ro les  in  the communit y sector  in -
c lud ing cha irperson of  the fam i l y v io lence 
peak  DV Vic  fo r  s ix  years .  Employed in a 
graduate  pos i t ion wi th  the Commonweal th 
government  Jan ine progressed to Ac t ing  
Sta te  Manager  of  the Suppor ted  Accommoda-
t ion Ass is tance Program. In her  cur rent  pos i-
t ion as  the CEO of  the Safe  Futures Founda-
t ion she has been ins t rumenta l  in  the deve l-
opment  of  responses  resu l t ing  in the  organi -
za t ion winn ing two Commonwealth  govern-
ment  awards  for  exce l lence and innovat ion  in 
fam i l y v io lence,  homelessness  and d isabi l i t y ;  
the  inaugura l  Optus Peop les ’  Cho ice award ;  
and more  recent l y the  2015 Sta te  award for  
excel lence in end ing homelessness .  She has 
been a  keynote  speaker  a t  the  Internat iona l  
Just ice  Conference in  T imor -Les te  and has  
s ince overseen groundbreak ing fam i l y v io-
lence research there  fo l lowing a  successfu l  
Safe Futures Foundat ion  tender  to  the As ia  
Foundat ion.  She has  represented the  sector  
and organ iza t ion  in  consu l tat ions wi th the  
Un i ted  Nat ions on three occas ions and was  
recent l y a  member  of  a V ic tor ian Government  
de legat ion  to  the Uni ted  Nat ions  in  New 
York .  Jan ine is  the Austra l ian representa t ive 
on the Internat iona l  Fami l y Just ice Centre 
A l l iance and is  lead ing a  b id to estab l ish  
Fami l y Jus t ice  Centre ’s  in  Aus tra l ia .  She re-
cent l y presented at  the 2015 Internat iona l  
She l ter  Conference in  the Nether lands on 
two of  Safe  Futures wor ld  lead ing responses.  
Jan ine was a f ina l is t  in  the  2015 Te ls t ra 
Bus inesswoman of  the year .  

Jan ine is  a member  of  The Rotary C lub of  

Melbourne .  

2016 conference Rotary 

District 9810 

Shepparton 18-20 March 2016 



 

 

Hi friends 

 

Trust you have all had a happy Christmas and a good start to 2016 

 

Thankyou all for your great support of our local community through our different meals programs, we are all 
enjoying a well earned break during January and look forward to our Community Meal nights recommencing 
again in February, Upwey on Monday Feb 1 and Ferntree Gully on Wed Feb 3. 

 

We had a great Ferntree Gully Christmas Day lunch again last month. Our 14th one was attended by 230 peo-
ple and there were many great stories of people who deeply appreciated the day. Thanks again to the many 
people who volunteered, supported, donated and came along to make Christmas special for so many. 

 

To check out a video of the day go here: 

facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ftgchristmasdaylunch/ 

youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zy-sXQtWzYI 

 
We also have some exciting news, we have just announced a partnership with another similar local community 
group. Community Casseroles have been operating in the Dandenong Ranges over the past year providing fro-
zen, home cooked meals to locals in need. Currently they are providing around 150 meals per month. This is an-
other opportunity to get involved, they have a monthly cook up and this will be now held at Upwey Baptist 
where our Monday nights meals are.  

 
For more info go to http://www.communitycasseroles.com/ 

 
Other opportunities to get involved in 2016 include our Knox City Council Citizenship suppers, we have the op-
portunity each night to provide the supper for around 400 new citizens and their families as well as fundrais-
ing much needed funds for our ongoing work. Times on the nights are 6.00-8.30pm at Knox Council, Burwood 
Hwy in Wantirna South and we usually need a team of 7-8 people. If you are interested and haven't been in-
volved before please let me know and more details will follow. Dates for 2016 are: 

 Monday 7 March 

 Monday 18 April 

 Monday 6 June 

 Monday 11 July 

 Monday 15 August 

 Monday 3 October 

Monday 14 November 

Also lastly we have managed to secure a Bunnings Fundraiser BBQ at Bunnings in Scoresby on Sunday June 
26., 8am-5pm. Again more details will follow later in the year. 

 
Thanks again for your great support of your local community 

 

Stephen 

Stephen Barrington 

Foothills Community Care - Ferntree Gully Community Meal Night 

https://www.facebook.com/ftgchristmasdaylunch/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zy-sXQtWzYI
http://www.communitycasseroles.com/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Trivia ‘Cluster’ Challenge 
Don’t forget to book your table for Trivia Night on Sat-
urday, 27th February, 2016 
A fun night – with 
Trivia, fun games, lots 
of raffle prizes and a 
band playing 60s, 70s 
and 80s music. 
 
$25 per head 
  
Tables of 10 
So BRING your friends 
Bring your own food to share, plates, cutlery and wine 
glasses, plenty of gold coins, and a sense of humour, a 
sense of fun (and dancing shoes), friends and family 
Book your table now with Maria Rigoni on: 
mariarigoni@optusnet.com.au 
or 
0416 203028 



 

 

Community Kitchen Roster - 2016 
Guide Hall 
Underwood Rd 

Ferntree Gully (Next to train station car park) 
Rotary roster – every second Wednesday, 5.30pm 

  

 

Dinner provided 
Contact Graeme Aspinall for more 

information 
0425 432 290 

DATE ROTARIAN 

10th Feb Graeme Aspinall 

24th Feb Paul McAloney 

9th Mar John Flemming 

23rd Mar Christine Anderson 

6th April Paul Wilson 

20th April Graeme Aspinall 

4th May Mike Spark 

18th May Paul McAloney 

1st June Paul Wilson 

18th June John Flemming 

29th June Mike Spark 

13th July Graeme Aspinall 

27th July Paul Wilson 

10th August Mike Spark 

24th Aug Christine Anderson 

7th Sept John Flemming 

21st Sept Paul Wilson 

5th Oct Graeme Aspinall 

19th Oct Paul McAloney 

2nd Nov John Flemming 

16th Nov Christine Anderson 

30th Nov Paul Wilson 

14th Dec Mike Spark 



 

 
IMPORTANT DATES TO DIARISE….. 

2016 Program. Speaker 

February is Peace & Conflict Prevention/Resolution month 

01-Feb Committee Meeting N/A 

08-Feb Attracting people who serve Danielle Storey 

14-Feb Greek Festival (Sausage Sizzle) Ferney Creek 

15-Feb Spaneast Nicky Culhane 

18-Feb Domestic Violence Seminar (Knox Cluster)  

22-Feb Leave open for Fellowship W/E Torquay   

26-Feb Pre PETS  (AG's/PE's only) Dorset Gardens Hotel,Croydon 

29-Feb Compassionate Friends TBA 

March is Water & Sanitation month   

07-Mar Committee Meeting   

14-Mar Labour Day - No Meeting   

18-20th District Conference  Shepparton 

21-Mar     

28-Mar     

29-Mar Bunnings Sausage Sizzle   

31-Mar Bunnings Sausage Sizzle   

April is Maternal & Child Health month   

04-Apr Easter Monday - No Meeting   

05-Apr Bunnings Sausage Sizzle   

07-Apr Bunnings Sausage Sizzle   

9/10th Multi District PETS (AG's/PE's only)  Ballarat 

11-Apr Committee Meeting   

18-Apr     

25-Apr     

29-Apr Bunnings Sausage Sizzle   

May is International month   

02-May Committee Meeting   

09-May     

16-May     

22-May District Assembly   

23-May     

30-May     

June is Rotary Fellowship month   

06-Jun Committee Meeting   

13-Jun Queen's Birthday - No Meeting   

17-Jun Bunnings Sausage Sizzle   

20-Jun     

27-Jun     

  Goodbye Paul, WELCOME CHRISTINE   


